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Early Beginnings
In 1621, the Plymouth colonists and the Wampanoag tribe shared 
an autumn harvest feast that is now known as one of the first 
Thanksgiving celebrations in the colonies. Can you imagine the 
dinner spread at that first feast — turkeys, lobsters, corn, beans, 
cranberries and raspberries?

From then on and for more than two centuries, individual colonies 
and states celebrated days of thanksgiving. It wasn’t until 1863 that 
Thanksgiving became an official holiday when President Abraham 
Lincoln issued the official proclamation. Since then, people have 
celebrated Thanksgiving on the fourth Thursday in November.

Here’s a snippet of President Lincoln’s Thanksgiving Proclamation: 

“The year that is drawing toward its close has 
been filled with the blessings of fruitful fields 
and healthful skies.”
While the feast was a big part of Thanksgiving, so was the 
cornucopia, an extra-wide, real goat horn with a curved tail.
The origin goes all the way back to Greek Mythology. People 
often filled the cornucopia with meats, cheeses, grapes, and 
nuts and used it as a centerpiece for Thanksgiving dinner.

Grateful & Thankful 
This holiday is different from others because the reasons for 
celebrating are very similar to the very first Thanksgiving dinner.
The intention of being grateful and thankful while eating a meal with 
loved ones has lasted for hundreds of years and will likely continue
for years to come. 

This is the perfect time to reflect on what you’re thankful for: family, 
friends, pets, teachers, clean air, your home, your church, and more. 

These questions can help you think of things you’re grateful for:  
• What are little things that make you feel good? 
• What is one thing you look forward to with your

family every week and why? 
• What is something your parents do for you regularly 

that makes you thankful for them? 
• What is the one place in your community that 

you are most grateful for and why?
• Do you have a special talent that you are thankful for? 

Find a quiet place, close your eyes, and think about all the things
you are grateful for. The more specific you can be, the better!

Now, let’s take your thoughts and put them on paper. Use the 
“Thankful Wheel” and the colored pencils to show what you’re
grateful for. Lastly, flip this paper over and color in your feast
 before your own Thanksgiving dinner!

Want to win a $25 VISA gift card? Just do these three things… 
1.  Complete your “Thankful Wheel” 

2.  Ask a parent or guardian to take a photo of you holding your wheel 

3.  Post that in the comments of a Farmers & Merchants Bank Facebook post 

H E Y  S T A R  S A V E R S !

W h a t  a r e  y o u  T H A N K F U L  f o r ?

H A P P Y
T h a n k s g i v i n g !

This is some of what wasat the original feast: 

Do you have any similar items at your dinner table? 

onions
beans
lettuce
spinach
cabbage
carrots
peas
corn
plums
grapes
gooseberriesraspberries

cranberries
deer
duck
geese
lobster
bass
clams
oysters
pumpkin
and of course, a big turkey

Thanksgiving Mailer Padded Envelope
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coupon book
FRIENDSHIP

“A friend is one of the nicest 
things you can have and one of 

the best things you can be.”
-Douglas Pagels

TO FROM

this is good for:

 A BIG OLE HUG

this is good for:
A POPCORN      

MOVIE NIGHT
Good friends cheer each other on!

TO FROM

this is good for:
A BOARD GAME NIGHT“A hug is always the right size.” 

-Winnie the Pooh

TO FROM

“A friend is one of the nicest 
things you can have and one of 

the best things you can be.”
-Douglas Pagels

TO FROM

this is good for:

 A BIG OLE HUG

this is good for:
A POPCORN      

MOVIE NIGHT
Good friends cheer each other on!

TO FROM

this is good for:
A BOARD GAME NIGHT“A hug is always the right size.” 

-Winnie the Pooh

TO FROM

Coupon Book
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HERE’S HOW:



Farmers & Merchants Bank - Star Saver Campaign

Ready to win $50 for your Star Savers account?

Ask a parent or guardian to take a picture of your 

fiesta celebration setup with the piñata, the luminaria, 

and the candy. Share the photo in the comment section 

of the Star Savers Farmers & Merchants Facebook post. 

Try This Challenge!

We can’t wait to

see your fiesta.

Happy Cinco De Mayo! 

Cinco De Mayo Mailer Box Wrap Activity and Fact Poster

Contest Card
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Spring has sprung! Here’s to lots 
of warm and sunny days to come!
Complete the challenge and your 
Star Savers account could flourish 
with an extra $50. Ask a parent or 
guardian to take a picture of you 
with your birdhouse after it’s built. 
Share the photo in the comments on 
our Facebook post for a chance to win.

Ready to 

Grow 

Your 
Savings?

spring
INTO THE

season

spring
INTO THE

season
How does a tree feel once spring has arrived? 
It feels re-leaf! (Get it?) The first day of spring is 
March 20th. 

Let’s test your knowledge about all things spring! 
Flip this paper over to get started. ➻

SPRING FUN FACTS QUIZ!

1. What’s the first day of spring called? 

A. Autumnal Equinox
B. Summer Solstice
C. Vernal Equinox
D. Primavera Equinox

2. Which of these flowers are the first to bloom?

A. Daffodils
B. Dandelions
C. Tulips
D. All of the above

3. What do baby birds learn to do in the spring?

A. Fly
B. Walk
C. Sing
D. All of the above

4. Which bugs come out in the spring? 

A. Bumblebees
B. Wasps
C. Ladybugs
D. All of the above

5. Which two states don’t follow daylight 
    saving time?

A. Nebraska & Iowa
B. California & New York
C. Arizona & Hawaii
D. All of the above

6. What vegetable can you grow in the spring?

A. Cucumber
B. Carrots
C. Broccoli
D. All of the above

7. What fruit can you grow in the spring? 

A. Honeydew melon
B. Watermelon
C. Cantelope
D. All of the above

8. How can you prepare your garden?  

A. Clear out weeds, mulch, and debris
B. Prepare the soil
C. Set up new planters and garden beds
D. All of the above

9. Which of these should never go in your     
    compost bin? 

A. Banana peels
B. Eggshells
C. Coffee grounds
D. Meat scraps

10. What’s the best spring activity?

A. Snacking on jellybeans
B. Reading outside
C. Gardening
D. Building a birdhouse

1_ C. Vernal Equinox. ‘Vernal’ is Latin for spring and ‘equinox’ is Latin for ‘equal night.’ Now, you can say you’re excited  
 about the vernal equinox and impress your friends! 
2_ D. All of the above. Many of these flowers start to grow during spring! 
3_ C. Baby birds learn to sing during spring. Although they are born with the ability to sing, they must learn the  
 specific songs of their species so they can “talk.” They often learn their songs within two months of being born.
4_ D. All of the above! When the sun shines brightly and the days begin to warm up, bumblebees, wasps, ladybugs,  
 butterflies, and many other bugs wake up from their winter “slumber.” 
5_ C. Arizona and Hawaii do not follow daylight saving time. Their daylight doesn’t change much over the year, 
 so they don’t need to adjust their clocks!
6_ D. All of the above. You can start planting all of these yummy veggies in the spring! (Throw in some peas while  
 you’re at it!)
7_ D. All of the above! Plant these delicious fruits this season. It takes honeydew melon 2 to 3 months (our growing  
 season) to go from seed to a melon.  
8_ D. All of the above! There is so much to do to get your garden ready. Use your new garden shovel, seeds, and your  
 plant markers to get your garden spick and span!
9_ D. Meat scraps. You should never add meat or fish scraps to your compost pile because it can invite pesky pests!  
 The other items listed are perfect to add.
10_ This answer is up to you! You have all the items to try every activity and see which one is your favorite! 

ANSWER KEY

spring
INTO THE

season

When you plant your vegetables or flowers, you must take good care of them. That means watering 
them, giving them enough sunlight, and making sure they are growing.

Your savings account works the same way!

You have to keep adding to your savings account to watch it take root, grow, and blossom so one day, 
you can have more money! If you have more money, you have more freedom to buy the toys you want 
and gifts for others. If you have any cash or change, ask an adult to take you to the bank so you can 
add it to your savings account.
Goodbye winter, HELLO SPRING!

spring
INTO THE

season
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